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Audience adeptResponse aRlp Power Condi-
tioner -Single-outlet power conditioner with pas-
sive power factor correction, noise filtering and
transient suppression. 6"W x 3"W x 2"'D (exclud-
ing plug). MSRP $495.

Marty reviewed the full-size adeptResponse ARI2
back in issue# 170, noting that the physically substantial
[2-outlet unit was beautifully crafted and sonically
effective, with a price to match ($4000). The
adeptResponseaR 1 pis Audience’sattempt to bring the
same AC conditioning technology to a wider audience.
Itusesthe same filtertechnology. utilizing the company s
acclaimed Auricap capacitors, in a small single-outlet
package.

[ received a pair of the devices, and tried them on the
mostobvious candidates - my digital source and preamp.
[nitially, I wasn’tsold. As I've come to expect from AC
filters, they did some nice things like taking a little grain
and edge off the presentation while also adding their
own character to the sound. It wasn’t bad per se - |
could definitely hear the influence of the Auricap
capacitorinside, which has a distinctly smooth, full and
clear presentation. very nice foraplastic film
cap - but it was also a bit too smooth and dare
[ say “plastic™ for my tastes. But such is often
the sound of a plastic film cap that needs
break-in, so I left them in the system and
didn’t think much of'it.

Months passed, and a couple major changes
in my system - modding the Onkyo DX-7555
CD player, and the arrival of the Monarchy
M24 tube DAC/line stage (more on that
shortly) - took my rig to new heights. Things
were sounding great, and (probably to the
chagrin of Audience, who to their utmost

credit have been most patient waiting for this review) |
had almost forgotten about the AdeptResponses. Until
| took them out.

Overthe years I’ve had the opportunity to participate in
a number of classical instrumental ensembles ranging
from piano trios to Mahler-sized symphony orchestras.
When a group starts rehearsing a piece of music for the
first time, usually 1t’ll be a little (or very) rough around
the edges. Entrances won’t line up, interpretations will
conflict, and everything will sound out of sorts. But as
the members put in the hard rehearsal time, they get a
better feel for their parts as well as each other, and
things start to click. Ideas are exchanged, cues are
passed, and everyone starts to get on the same page in
terms of tone, articulation, timing, and dynamics. Be-
fore you know it. an “‘ensemble sound” emerges, where
disparate instruments meld into singular voices and
melodies and harmonies relate to one another in a
beautifully logical fashion. What started as an abstract
soup of sounds now has import and purpose.

That’s a bit like what the adeptResponse can do to the
sound of a system. Whether listening to the Dave
Brubeck quintet or the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra,




and brain to absorb and dissect. Take it out, and it’s a
bit like regressing a few sessions in the rehearsal
process - some of that groove is lost, and the musical
message washes out. Yes, things like imaging,
soundstaging, etc. etc. will also suffer - but none of that
captured my fancy as much as the purely musical
aspectofitall. Butif I mustdissect inaudiophile terms...
something about the way it filters out the grunge from
the AC lets your gear sort through the music and speak
more clearly. Maybe it’s the blackness of the silences,
the improved dynamic contrasts or the cleaner leading
edges. Whatever it does, it works.

Interestingly, I found the sonic characterand effective-
ness of the adeptResponse to be very consistent from
component to component, even when going from a CD
player to a power amp. Amps often show little or no
improvement when used with power filters; their high
current supplies are already so extensively filtered,

DAC.

The final configuration I tried was with one half of my
SL Waber industrial power strip plugged into a single
AdeptResponse at the wall, and my entire system
plugged into that half of the strip. The results were fairly
close to using individual AdeptResponses on the com-
ponents - perhaps a hair less clean and dramatic, butstill
a worthwhile improvement over no filter at all.

Conclusion. I really enjoyed this product. The reason-
able cost, combined with the flexibility to choose filter-
ing configurations, make it a simple, practical and
scalable way to incorporate high-end AC conditioning
into a system of almost any size, budget or complexity.
I don’t consider $495 to be a small sum of money,
particularly fora small plastic box with one outletoniit,
but the distinctive musical benefits afforded by even a
single adeptResponse filter make it seem like money
well spent in the long run. Highly recommended.



